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whilst the uterus is occupied by the product of a former impregnation. This 
subject, which has given rise to numerous and bitter controversies, is by no 
means placed on its proper basis even at the present day? our author seems 
willing to deny its possibility, referring all the cases to twins of the same con¬ 
ception, but bom at different epochs; in this, however, his previous theories 
have blinded him to the multitude of well-authenticated cases, in which there 
can be no doubt of the reality of this process. That many of the cases which 
have been referred to superfcctation, were in fact cases of twins, must be ad¬ 
mitted, but we have also a host of instances in which such an explanation is 
impossible; some of these are given in the former numbers of this Journal. 
Neither can we refer them in every case to the existence of a bilobatc 
uterus, though it is probable that this malformation occurs in a generality of 
them. Chapter twelfth, with which the work concludes, is devoted to the con¬ 
sideration of the term of gestation and its anomalies. This contains nothing 
new as respects the human species, notwithstanding the great importance of 
the subject, but the author l^as collected some interesting facts in relation to 
the variations to which it is liable among our domestic animals. R. E. G. 


XX. Darstellung blutiger heilldirutlerischcr Operational, ah Lcit faden zu seinen 
Acadcmischcn Vorlesungen und f ur operirende HciUciinstlcr , bearbeitet. Von 
CimisTorn. Boxifacius Zaxg, dcr Chirurgie und Mcdicin Doctor, Sr. k. k. 
apost. Majestat Rathe, ordentlichem offentlichem Lchrer dcr Chirurgie, Etc. 
Ester band, Dritte Auflage, Wien, 1823. Zwcyter Band, 1824. Drittcr, 
vierter, und fUnfter Band, 1818-19-21. Mit kupfertafeln, Etc. 

Treatise on Surgical Operations , designed as a tea t book fur the author’s Academi¬ 
cal Lectures , &fc. By CumsTorHER Boxiface Zaxg, Doct. of Surgery and 
Medicine, &c. 5 vols. Vienna, 1823-24. 

We have been much gratified with the perusal of this treatise on surgical 
operations, and regret that wc shall be obliged, for the present, to confine our¬ 
selves to a mere annunciation of its contents. It lias been so well received in 
Germany, that the two first volumes have already passed through three editions 
since 1812, the date of their first publication. 

The author commences with the consideration of the minor surgical opera¬ 
tions, f Petit Chirurgie of the French,) as scarifications, the application of cups 
and leeches, venesection, artcriotomy, 8cc. These different topics are treated 
with all necessary minuteness of detail; the indications which call for the seve¬ 
ral operations, the circumstances which render them improper; the necessary 
apparatus, the disposition of the assistants, the position of the patient, the se¬ 
veral arts of the operation, together with the after-treatment, being all parti¬ 
cularly considered. We have next, an exposition of the several operations for 
aneurism, and for securing wounded arteries. The rules to be observed in 
these operations, are laid down with much clearness and precision, and the 
plans recommended are, for the most part, those which comport best with 
the anatomy of the parts concerned. The remainder of the first volume is 
taken up in the description of the operations for varicose veins, opening of 
abscesses, the extirpation of tumours, the application of cauteries, extirpation 
of polypi, £cc. 
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The second volume embraces the consideration of the several operations 
which are performed on the head and face, eyes, mouth, and cars. All these 
subjects are treated with ability, and while the author advances his own 
opinions, he treats those of others with becoming candour and liberalitv. In 
llie third, fourth, and fifth volumes, the operations which are performed on the 
neck, trunk, and extremities are considered, and throughout, the same clear¬ 
ness, the same methodical description and liberality towards the sentiments of 
others are evinced. Our limits will not admit of our selecting any particular 
portion of our author’s labours, in cxemplication of his manner, but we have no 
hesitation in affirming, that as a treatise on operative surgery, the work of Pro¬ 
fessor it a n g is one of the most complete which has fallen under our observa¬ 
tion. The work of Schreger on that subject, though possessing much value, 
cannot be considered as any thing more than a mere synopsis. The more ela¬ 
borate treatise of Bierkouskic, though not liable to the same objection, is 
nevertheless defective in many important details. Its merits, too, arc much in¬ 
debted to the work under notice, as many of the operative proceedings arc 
taken from it. The work of Sabatier is antiquated, although many valuable 
additions have been made to it by Roche and Sanson. The English language 
contains no good work on the subject. We have, therefore, no hesitation in 
declaring it as our deliberate opinion, that at the present time, the treatise of 
Professor Zang is decidedly the best in any language, upon the subjects of 
which it treats. A work of the kind is a desideratum in the English language, 
and we think, that any one, who would undertake the task, might, by uniting 
the mathematical precision of Lisfranc, with the clear and systematic details 
of the German surgeons, produce a work on operative surgery, which would 
entitle him to the lasting gratitude of all cultivators of surgical science. 

E. G. 


XXI. Instructions and Obsen'ations concerning the use of the Chlorides of Soda and 
Lime. By A. G. Labaubaui'e, Member of the Royal Academy of Medicine of 
Paris. Translated by Jacob I’obter, Member of the American Antiquarian 
and Geological Societies, Etc. Esc. New Haven, 1829, pp. 22, 8vo. 

Method of using the Chloride of Soda, either for Dressing Ill-conditimcd Sores, or 
as a mams of Purifying Unhealthy Places, and of Disinfecting Animal Sub¬ 
stances. By A. G. Lababbauce, Etc. Etc. Translated by Jacob Pobteb, Etc. 
Etc. New Haven, 1830, pp. 7. 

The credit of demonstrating, by a great number of experiments, the extra¬ 
ordinary disinfecting powers of the chloride of lime, is due to M. Lababbauue, 
a distinguished Pharmaceutist of Paris, and it is to the facts developed by his 
experiments that we are also indebted for the application of the article to the 
cure of sc vcral diseased conditions of the body. 

In the memoir at the head of this notice, the method of employing the chlo¬ 
rides for the purpose of destroying offensive and infectious odours is minutelv 
detailed, and the most striking evidence of the power of those preparations 
adduced. Bodies exhumed for medico-legal investigations, in an insupportably 
offensive condition, have been rendered so free from odour thatan examination 
could be made with perfect safety and convenience. 



